The Story of the Suian Maru

In 1906, the three-masted Suian Maru deposited 83 “Boat People”at
Beacher Bay near Victoria. They were recruited by Jinzaburo Oikawa who
had dream:s of creating a colony on two islands in the Fraser. Most were
from his native Miyagi but some were also from Iwate and Kanagawa.
Unable to obtain passports, they left Japan illegally and tried to smuggle
themselves into Canada. They were apprehended within a few days

but there was a labour shortage in Canada and a Vancouver Japanese
consulate staffer negotiated entry visas for them in exchange for
promises to work an the railroad and other jobs in need of workers.

These pioneers became residents of Don and Lion Islands in the Fraser
River just downstream from Annacis Island. The islands were called Oikawa
Jima and Sato Jima by local Nikkei in honour of their leaders. Oikawa's
factories processed salt chum salmon and salt salmon roe, mainly for
export to Japan. They milled rice for the local market and brewed sake
for a time until quashed by authorities. His dreams unfulfilled, Jinzaburo
returned to Japan In 1917 but his legacy lives on in the many descendents
of the Suian Maru who remained in North America.

The most famous descendent of the Suian Maru People was Buck
Suzuki, born on Don Island and a WWII veteran of the Canadian Forces,
who spearheaded the drive to bring Nikkei fishermen into the United
Fishermen and Allied Workers Union. His environmentalist concerns
resulted in the creation by the UFAWU of the T. Buck Suzuki Foundation.
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Why Are We Celebrating?

A centennial is a special opportunity to remember the history of those
who came before us and to try to record what we can of their dreams and
accomplishments. We hope to provide. ..

For all Canadians an opportunity to learn through the dreams, hardships
and contributions of a group of Asian immigrants, the richness and
diversity of Canada as a multicultural society.

For all Nikkei an opportunity to learn about the history of the Suian Maru
and Miyagi immigrants and to think about why their own ancestors

left Japan. They can learn about their own roots and appreciate their
pioneers.

For Miyagi people and for of the Suian Maru voyagers

an opportunity to meet many relatives and friends and celebrate their
connections to a unigue event, to some noted leaders and to two islands
in the Fraser River.
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Help Needed

The Suian Maru C: ial C i
make the event a success.

Make plans to attend the Anniversary Events.

Tell relatives and friends about it.

Share your stories, photos, documents related to the lives of the
Suian Maru passengers after 1906 and their communities an Don

and Lion Islands and surrounding areas so that we can use them in
the exhibit and celebrations.

asks for your assi: to

Donate photos or documents (or copies) to the Japanese Canadian
National Museum so they will be able to assist researchers
including your family and descendents.

Suian Maru Centennial Celebration : Oct. 2006
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Heritage Events

Nikkei Week 2006 will celebrate the contributions of Japanese
Canadians to Canadian history and culture, focusing on the centennial
of the voyage of the Suian Maru and subsequent settlement of its
passengers on the Fraser River.
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A Miyagi Fraser River Reunion

Miyagi people and their friends from across North America and Japan
will gather here in October 2006 to celebrate the centennial,
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Exhibition

at the Japanese Canadian National Museum, photos, documents and
artefacts on Jinzaburo Oikawa and the Miyagi pioneers on Don and
Lion Islands.
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Don and Lion Islands Ceremony and River Tours

Oct. 13,2006
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Celebration Dinner

Oct. 14, 2006 to pay tribute to Jinzaburo Oikawa and pioneers on the
Fraser - at the National Nikkei Museum and Heritage Centre.
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Contact Persons: MR :

Mits Sugawara Miyagi Tomo no Kai President
EiEROS2 M 604-584-8202

Yasunobu Sugawara Contact with Oikawa Grandchildren
BT E DM 604-990-0307

Kiyoo Goto Suian Maru descendent
KEARMEDFH 604-528-9717

Stan Fukawa Chair. @R& sfukawa@telus.net 604-421-0490
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Passenger List, Suian Maru, Voyage of 1906

Source: Report to Japanese Foreign Minister from Japanese
Consul in Vancouver, November 1906

Iwate Prefecture
Chiba, Masakichi (43)
Niinuma Kenzo (48)
Sugawara, Unkichi (27)

Kanagawa Prefecture
Inouye, Hisayoshi (32)
Komazawa, Hirokichi (40)
Ono, Kobei (45)

Shibuya, Saijiro (33)
Tsuyuki, Jizaburo (41)

Miyagi Prafecture

Abe, Sanji (22)

Abe, Suekichi (26)
Asano, Yoemon (29)
Chiba, Eikichi (26}

Chiba, Gensaki (48)
Chiba, Matsutaro (32)
Chiba, Torakichi (41)
Endo, lwao (37)

Fujiwara, Tarobei (21)
Fujiwara, Yoshiharu (30)
Fujiwara, Yuhei (38)
Goto, Bunji (24)

Goto, Chuzo (26)

Goto, Kimpei (18)

Goto, Kosaburo (43)
Hatakeyama, Riemon (28)
Hatakeyama, Sosuke (42)
Hatakeyama, Uki (21)
Heriuchi, Heizo (33)
Igarashi, Noboru (24)
Inage, Shinshiro (35)

Ito, Harusaburo (40)
Iwabuchi, Chosaburo (32)
Iwabuchi, Utagoro (22)
Kumagai, Chunosuke (29)
Kumagal, Ichisaburo (22}
Kumagali, Kyohel {41}
Kumagai, Talji (24)
Kumagai, Toyomatsu (46)
Kumagai, Yojuro (43)
Miura, Dainosuke (23)
Numakura, Magobei (36)
Oikawa, Chiyomi (22)

Oikawa, Goroji (33)
Oikawa, Harujiro (27)
Oikawa, Ichiji (20)
Oikawa, Jinzaburo (53)
Oikawa, Ryoji (30)
Oikawa, Seiichiro (22)
Oikawa, Seitaro (38)
QOikawa, Torajiro (29)
Oikawa, Toyo (25) F
Oikawa, Un (16} F
Oikawa, Usaburo (28)
Oikawa, Yojiro (42)
Oikawa, Yonishin (25)
Oikawa, Yoshizo (29)
Onodera, Gizo (27)
Sasaki, Sakae (19)
Sato, Genzaburo (39)
Sato, Juzaburo (26)
Sato, Kichinosuke (48)
Sato, Kichiemon (24)
Sato, Kikuji (21)

Sato, Kuraji (21)

Sato, Seiichiro (29)
Sato, Seijuro (36)

Sato, Shigejiro (33)
Sato, Shinkichi (21}
Sato, Sosaburo (36)
Sato, Tatsuji (31)

Sato, Tatsusaburo (26)
Sato, Yaezo (39)

Sato, Zensuke (25)
Sudo, Eiji (36)
Sugawara, Jinzaburo (22)
Sugawara, Kumao (24)
Sugawara, Takeyoshi (19)
Suzuki, Gennosuke (28)
Suzuki, Hisayo (22) F
Suzuki, Jokichi (25)
Suzuki, Seinosuke (29)
Tadano, Tatsusaburo (31)
Taira, Ichinojo (41)
Takizawa, Yoshio {18)

Age in brackets, F = female



